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Media information 

 
Volkswagen Group supports Hanseatic City of  
Hamburg and ITS Germany for hosting of World  
Congress for Intelligent Transport Systems 
 
 Germany wins the competition for the ITS World Congress – with Hamburg as the hosting 

city and the Volkswagen Group as a strong partner 
 Hosting of the ITS World Congress in 2021 is a key milestone in the strategic mobility  

partnership between Hamburg and Volkswagen AG  
 Decisions taken on projects for the urban mobility of the future 
 Volkswagen Group as a future-oriented driver for the use of intelligent transport systems 

(ITS) 
 
Wolfsburg/Montréal, November 1, 2017 – The Volkswagen Group and the Free and Hanse-
atic City of Hamburg have reached a key milestone in their strategic mobility partnership. 
The Volkswagen Group will support Hamburg and ITS Germany in 2021 for hosting the 
World Congress for Intelligent Transport Systems (ITS) as a main partner and chair of the 
Host Organizing Committee. ERTICO (ITS Europe), organizer of the World Congress, an-
nounced the decision to stage the event in Germany with Hamburg as the hosting city at 
the ITS World Congress in Montréal. With this decision, the mobility partnership between 
Hamburg and Volkswagen will be strengthened. Decisions have been taken on specific 
projects to develop Hamburg into a model city for future urban mobility. For the imple-
mentation of these projects, the Volkswagen Group will be calling on the broad-based 
competence of its brands. 
 
Dr. Thomas Sedran, Head of Volkswagen Group Strategy, says: “We are pleased that it has been 
decided to stage the ITS Congress in Germany. As the country of the automotive industry, Germa-
ny must play a key role in intelligent transport systems. Together, we will make the transportation 
of people and goods in cities even simpler, more efficient and more sustainable. At Volkswagen 
Group, we are convinced that we will achieve this goal and are pursuing it with determination. 
This is why we gave our full commitment to the application to host this event in Hamburg.” 
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Germany had submitted its bid to host the ITS World Con-
gress 2021 together with the City of Hamburg and the ac-
tive support of the Volkswagen Group. The application was 
part of the strategic mobility partnership between the Han-
seatic City and the Volkswagen Group. The objective  
of the mobility partnership is to shape the urban mobility of 
the future together and to develop and position Hamburg 
internationally as a model city for forward-looking, sustain-
able and integrated urban mobility.  
 
With the announcement concerning the 2021 World Con-
gress, the joint implementation of a large number of future-
oriented projects will start: for example, in connection with 
the objective of Hamburg to become a pioneer in autono-

mous driving in urban areas, the Group will send autonomous test vehicles to Hamburg’s city 
centre. In addition, MAN intends to test the use of autonomous trucks in the port of Hamburg 
and on selected highway sections. This allows the driver to carry out other work on the road; from 
the point of arrival in the port area, the truck will be operated fully autonomously. For safety rea-
sons, a driver will initially remain on board. This way, the Volkswagen Group will help make pri-
vate and goods traffic flow more efficient, safer and more environmentally compatible. 
 
Another project involves the intelligent use of data acquired from sensors in vehicles of the Group 
fleet operated by the Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg. Using smart algorithms, additional 
information and services will be provided for the citizens and administration of Hamburg. 
 
In addition, MOIA, the Volkswagen Group’s company for mobility services, is working on a project 
to develop new environmentally compatible mobility services for Hamburg. Within the frame-
work of the project, a shuttle-on-demand service using eco-friendly electric vehicles is to be 
launched in 2018. This project will supplement public transport and offer an attractive alternative 
to private cars. Hamburger Hochbahn AG is the partner for this project.  
 

ITS Congress 2021 - The Volkswagen Group is committed to being a future-oriented driver for the 
use of intelligent transport systems 
 
In addition to implementing these projects, the Group intends to play a key role in the ITS World 
Congress 2021. The Group is a main partner and will also assume the chair of the Host Organizing 
Committee (HOC) for the planning and organization of the congress. “We are looking forward to 
playing an active role in shaping the ITS World Congress for Germany. Intelligent transport sys-
tems are a basic prerequisite for the successful implementation of our “TOGETHER – Strategy 
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2025” and will help us offer sustainable, individual mobility for everyone on the way to becoming 
the leading mobility provider,” says Sedran. 
 
"On behalf of ERTICO – ITS Europe I welcome the strong commitment of our partner Volkswagen 
Group in the organization of such an important event. The partnership between the City of Ham-
burg and Volkswagen Group demonstrates the strong commitment of the industry in the future 
development of transport solutions and policies that will benefit all", says Jacob Bangsgaard, 
Chief Executive Officer of ERTICO – ITS Europe. 
 
Beyond the projects in Hamburg, the Volkswagen Group is also actively involved in the develop-
ment of intelligent, sustainable transport systems within the framework of TOGETHER - Strategy 
2025. A key element of this commitment is the Group’s e-mobility offensive. At the Frankfurt 
International Motor Show, Volkswagen announced the most comprehensive electrification initia-
tive in the automotive industry, “Roadmap E”. By 2025, Group brands will be supplying more than 
80 new electrified models to customers, including 50 all-electric vehicles and 30 plug-in- hybrids. 
 
Another key topic is autonomous driving. Audi recently established an independent company, 
Autonomous Intelligent Driving GmbH, for self driving systems. This will help make the Group 
one of the world’s leading suppliers of autonomous vehicles. The development of the new Mobil-
ity Solutions business area is one of the key elements of “TOGETHER – Strategy 2025” on the way 
to becoming a mobility provider. For this purpose, the Volkswagen Group is developing intelligent 
future solutions – such as the pilot project “We by Volkswagen Deliver” of the Volkswagen brand 
in Berlin and at MOIA. 
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