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Media information 

Volkswagen starts pre-production in first plant purely 
focused on e-mobility in China 
 
• Pre-production in plant from SAIC VOLKSWAGEN in Anting, Shanghai, begins only one year 

after ground-breaking  
• Volkswagen is accelerating speed of transformation in China to address fast growing e-

mobility market 
• Start of ID. model pre-production right after global ID.31 production commenced in Germany 

shows importance of Chinese market 
• Start of production in Anting is scheduled for October 2020 
• First vehicle is an electric-only Volkswagen ID. model for the Chinese market  
 

Anting/Wolfsburg, November 8, 2019. The new plant of the SAIC VOLKSWAGEN joint 
venture has been completed. It is purely built for the production of all electric vehicles on 
Volkswagen’s Modular Electric Drive Matrix (MEB). Celebrating the start of pre-
production, a first China-specific all--electric Volkswagen ID. model rolled off the 
production line. The plant sets the next milestone in Volkswagen’s global electrification 
strategy. The start of series production of all-electric cars based on the MEB platform in 
Anting is scheduled for October 2020. 

 “The Volkswagen Group projects a total volume of 22 
million all-electric cars worldwide by 2028, with more 
than 50 percent of that from China. The country plays 
a crucial part in our electrification strategy, which will 
pave the way to Volkswagen’s goal of becoming net 
carbon-neutral by 2050”, said Dr. Herbert Diess, 
Chairman of the Board of Management of Volkswagen 
AG. “Together with the start of MEB production, we 
will launch the Volkswagen ID. family in China as well, 
a brand-new generation of fully electric and connected 
vehicles.” 

Dr. Stephan Wöllenstein, CEO of Volkswagen Group China, added: “It took only 12 months to see 
the completion of this innovative factory. Congratulations to our colleagues in Anting, who will 
further prepare to produce the first China-model of the Volkswagen ID. family here in Shanghai. 
We will speed up our NEV offensive even more, as we expect further e-mobility market growth.” 

 
Dr Herbert Dies, Chairman of the Board of Manage-
ment of Volkswagen AG,  at the start of pre- 
production opening the new factory of SAIC 
VOLKSWAGEN in Anting, Shanghai (China). 
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Pre-production begins just a few days after the first global ID. manufacturing started in Zwickau, 
Germany. Full series production in the new Anting factory is planned to commence in October 
2020, with an annual capacity of 300,000 vehicles. The MEB production plays a key role in 
Volkswagen Group China’s e-mobility strategy, as it strives to transform into a provider of 
sustainable mobility. The Anting plant is scheduled to start ID. model production at the same time 
with a plant by FAW-Volkswagen in Foshan, resulting in a combined capacity of 600,000 units per 
year.  

The first phase of pre-production in Anting starts now with a China-specific ID. model of the 
Volkswagen Brand. In the future, the plant will be manufacturing MEB platform-based BEV 
models for various Volkswagen Group brands. In total, it is planned to increase the local 
production in China up to 15 MEB models from different brands by 2025. 

Fully intelligent and digitized, the Anting plant sets a new benchmark for green and smart 
factories for Volkswagen Group China and the whole Chinese auto industry. The area utilization is 
highly increased, meaning less land and built-up space is needed compared to a standard plant. In 
terms of flexibility, the new MEB factory sets a benchmark in China by allowing for six different 
car projects running simultaneously. 

As a unique platform specifically designed for the mass production of electric vehicles, MEB 
allows for vehicles with a longer wheelbase and a more spacious interior. Moreover, models 
produced on the MEB platform will see advanced digital and intelligent daily life integration, in 
terms of the latest infotainment systems and connectivity functionalities. 

 

1) The vehicle is not yet for sale in Europe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

  

PAGE 3 OF 3 

 
 

   

 

Volkswagen Group China | PR & Communications 

Contact Nikolas Thorke 

Phone +86 138 1001 4551 

E-Mail Nikolas.Thorke@volkswagen.com.cn | http://www.vwmedia.com.cn 

       
   

 Volkswagen AG 

Deputy Head of Corporate Communications 

Contact Dr. Christoph Ludewig 

Phone +49-5361-9-875 75 

E-mail christoph.ludewig@volkswagen.de | www.volkswagen-newsroom.com    

       
 

About the Volkswagen Group: 

The Volkswagen Group, with its headquarters in Wolfsburg, is one of the world’s leading automobile 

manufacturers and the largest carmaker in Europe. The Group comprises twelve brands from seven Europan 

countries:  Volkswagen Passenger Cars, Audi, SEAT, ŠKODA, Bentley, Bugatti, Lamborghini, Porsche, Ducati, 

Volkswagen Commercial Vehicles, Scania and MAN. The passenger car portfolio ranges from small cars all the 

way to luxury-class vehicles. Ducati offers motorcycles. In the light and heavy commercial vehicles sector, the 

products include ranges from pick-ups, buses and heavy trucks. Every weekday, 664,496 employees around 

the globe produce on average 44,567 vehicles, are involved in vehicle-related services or work in other areasof 

business. The Volkswagen Group sells its vehicles in 153 countries. 

 

In 2018, the total number of vehicles supplied to customers by the Group globally was 10,8 million (2017: 

10,7 million). The passenger car global market share was 12.3 per cent. In Western Europe 22.0 per cent of all 

new passenger cars come from the Volkswagen Group. Group sales revenue in 2018 totalled €235.8 billion 

(2017: €231 billion). Earnings after tax in 2017 amounted to €17.1 billion (2017: €11.6 billion). 
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